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Introduction :

Parmarth Niketan, in alignment with its commitment to serve humanity
and uplift underserved communities, successfully organized its annual
Free Cataract Eye Surgery Camp at Swami Shukdevanand Charitable
Hospital. This noble initiative has been running consistently for the past
ten years, each time benefiting hundreds of individuals from Rishikesh
and surrounding regions.

The camp caters especially to underprivileged community members who
lack access to quality eye care. Every year, highly experienced
ophthalmologists from USA, Australia, England, and India, many of
whom are long-time devotees of Pujya Swamiji and Parmarth Niketan,
volunteer their expertise to serve patients with compassion and
dedication. 
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Inauguration Ceremony

The camp was inaugurated on 2nd November 2025 during the sacred
morning havan at Parmarth Niketan. The ceremony took place in the
divine presence of :

Param Pujya Swami Chidanand Saraswati Ji, President, Parmarth
Niketan
Pujya Sadhvi Bhagwati Saraswati Ji, Founder and President, Divine
Shakti Foundation

The inauguration began with the lighting of the ceremonial lamp,
symbolizing the dispelling of darkness through light—reflecting the very
essence of restoring sight to those suffering from cataract.



Address by Swami Chidanand Saraswati Ji

During his address, Swami Chidanand Saraswati Ji emphasized that seva
(service) is the highest form of spiritual practice. He stated that eyesight
not only allows us to see the world but also gives new direction and hope
in life.

Swamiji shared:
           “Leading someone from darkness to light is the greatest virtue.”

He expressed heartfelt gratitude to all the doctors, volunteers, and team
members who travelled from around the world and from various parts
of India to serve selflessly. Swamiji reiterated that health, cleanliness,
and service are three pillars that strengthen both individuals and society.

He further highlighted Parmarth Niketan’s commitment to continuing
such humanitarian initiatives, fostering the spirit of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam – the world is one family.

Message by Sadhvi Bhagwati Saraswati Ji

Sadhvi Bhagwati Saraswati Ji spoke on Parmarth Niketan’s mission to
bring the divine mantra “Sarve Bhavantu Sukhinah” (May all be happy) to
life through its various initiatives. She emphasized that such healthcare
camps are a blessing for those who cannot afford expensive medical
treatment.

She stated:
“A healthy vision, a healthy heart, and a strong spine are the true riches
of life.” She expressed deep appreciation for the doctors and volunteers
who dedicated their time and expertise to ensure the success of the
camp.



Participation of Doctors and Volunteers :

The camp saw the heartfelt participation of senior ophthalmologists and
medical professionals from across the world. The following expert
doctors contributed to this noble cause :

Dr. Manoj Patel (USA)
Dr. Purnima Rai (Australia)
Dr. Yoga (England)
Dr. Milind Bhide (India)
Dr. Vivek Jain (India)
Dr. Sampath (UK)
Dr. Ashwini Suhasrao (India)
Dr. Irina (Nepal)
Dr. Sai Sushrutha Perurya (India) 

Additionally, 17 dedicated nurses from Care College of Nursing,
Haridwar, played a crucial role. They assisted surgeons, managed patient
care, and ensured smooth functioning throughout the ten-day camp.

Dr. Parul Desai (USA)
Dr. Satish Desai (USA)
Dr. Kalai (Australia)
Dr. Anand Chandrasekaran
(Australia)
Dr. Vijayalakshmi Vadrevi (UK)
Dr. Bhatt (India)
Dr. Neelima Gandham (Australia)
Dr. Jaya Madhuri (India)
Dr. Rosie Ahuja (Australia)



Treatment Provided :
 
In this ten-day cataract camp, patients from various parts of Rishikesh
and remote areas of Uttarakhand arrived at Parmarth Niketan and
registered themselves for surgery. Many people staying nearby visited
this camp to check their eyesight and get medications for issues in their
eyes. The primary objective of this camp was to provide medical care to
those in society who are unable to access hospitals. 

The camp provided:

 Free diagnosis and vision testing 
 Free cataract surgeries for eligible patients
 Free medications and post operative care
 Free overnight accommodation for patients after surgery
 Free satvik meals three times a day until discharge

The mission of the camp was to ensure that financial constraints never
stand in the way of restoring someone’s eyesight and improving their
quality of life.



Each surgery was done with utmost precision, care, and compassion,
giving hundreds of individuals a renewed chance at a brighter life. The
cataract treatment camp saw over 736 registrations and 264 patients
among the registered had their cataract surgery done in the best way. 

Feedback from Beneficiaries

Sushma from Dehradun expressed immense gratitude to the doctors,
nurses, and hospital staff. She shared that her vision was restored with
great care and dedication, and she felt deeply touched by the
compassion of the team.

Ram Kumar from Rishikesh thanked Param Pujya Swamiji and Parmarth
Niketan for their continuous efforts in serving the community. He
appreciated the organization for making such impactful initiatives
possible for people in need.

Conclusion

The annual Free Cataract Eye Surgery Camp which has been going on for
22 years stands as a shining example of Parmarth Niketan’s unwavering
commitment to service, compassion, and community welfare. Through
the support of international and Indian expert doctors, dedicated nurses,
volunteers, and the blessings of Pujya Swamiji and Sadhviji, the camp
continues to bring the gift of sight to those living in darkness.

This ten-day camp once again reaffirmed that seva is the true path to
spirituality, and restoring someone’s vision is among the greatest
services one can offer. Parmarth Niketan looks forward to continuing
this tradition of love, service, and healing for years to come.

Statistics of the Camp
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